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Processing Applications for National Officer/Rating 
Endorsements that Expire on March 24, 2019 

The Coast Guard amended regulations to qualify for national officer and rating endorsements 
in a final rule titled Implementation of the Amendments to the International Convention on 
Standards of Training, Certification, and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW), 1978, and 
Changes to National Endorsements (78 FR 77796).  The rule was published on December 24, 
2013.  The portions applicable to national endorsements became effective on March 24, 2014. 

The final rule provided grandfathering provisions for mariners who began the service and/or 
training for their endorsement before March 24, 2014.  Under these grandfathering 
provisions, mariners who began service or training for a national endorsement may qualify 
for the endorsement under the regulation and polices existing before March 24, 2014, 
provided they apply for the endorsement before March 24, 2019.  

CG-MMC Policy Letter 01-19 provides guidance for evaluating applications for national 
officer and rating endorsements to Merchant Mariner Credentials (MMC).  It explains how 
applications submitted near the expiration of the transitional provisions on March 24, 2019, 
will be processed. 

Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circular (NVIC) 02-14, “Grandfathering and Transitional 
Provisions for Merchant Mariner Credentials”, Enclosure (1) provides information on 
transitional or grandfathering provisions for national endorsements.   

If you have questions, visit the NMC website, or contact the NMC Customer Service Center by 
using the NMC online chat system, by e-mailing IASKNMC@uscg.mil, or by calling  
1-888-IASKNMC (427-5662). 

Sincerely, 

/K. R. Martin/ 

Kirsten R. Martin 
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard 
Commanding Officer 

https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Prevention-Policy-CG-5P/Commercial-Regulations-standards-CG-5PS/Office-of-Merchant-Mariner-Credentialing/CG-MMC-2/CG-MMC-2-New-Policies/
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/5ps/NVIC/2014/nvic-02-14_Grandfathering_final_with_encls_20140122.pdf
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/national_maritime_center/
https://www.livehelpnow.net/lhn/lcv.aspx?d=21638&ms=&zzwindow=0&lhnid=19727&custom1=&custom2=&custom3=&pcv=&time=6/15/2017%204:38:42%20PM
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