Reminder on Oily Water Separator Use/Compliance with MARPOL

The international shipping industry has produced some basic guidance for management and crews concerning the use of oily water separators and emphasizing the vital importance of strict adherence to International Maritime Organization (IMO) requirements.  

The International Chamber of Shipping’s Peter Hinchliffe noted that, “The shipping industry is committed to a zero-tolerance approach to any non-compliance with the IMO MARPOL Convention. The purpose of our leaflet is to highlight some of the issues surrounding the proper use of oily water separators, and to remind company management and shipboard personnel how they can act to prevent MARPOL infringements.”

The guidance advises that every effort must be made to ensure that no-one engages in any illegal conduct in the mistaken belief that it will benefit their employer. 

The new industry guidance emphasizes the need for everyone to understand that even the most minor violations of MARPOL will, quite rightly, be detected by the authorities. In addition to large fines – equivalent to literally millions of dollars – both company management and seafarers can be liable to criminal prosecution and imprisonment for any deliberate violation of MARPOL or falsification of records. 

You can access the leaflet (using Adobe Acrobat) here______________

