May 8, 2026

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Speaker Minority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Majority Leader Minority Leader
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate

Dear Congressional Leaders:

We write as chief executives of American maritime job providers. Our firms sustain shipbuilding,
maritime commerce, energy infrastructure and domestic supply chains across all fifty states. We
urge you, in the strongest possible terms, to reject any extension of the blanket Jones Act waiver
issued on March 17, 2026 and to allow it to expire as scheduled.

The Waiver Has Not Lowered Gas Prices

The waiver was issued in response to energy supply disruptions from the conflict in the Middle
East and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz, with proponents promising relief at the pump. That
promise has not been fulfilled. Gasoline prices have increased in every U.S. market since the
waiver was issued — including markets not even serviced by Jones Act vessels.

The primary driver of gasoline prices is the cost of crude oil on global markets, not domestic
shipping logistics. In fact, Maritime Administration data suggests that foreign companies are
engaging in disaster arbitrage - exporting American energy products overseas at higher world
prices rather than relieving domestic consumers. U.S. fuel price issues are due to lack of
availability, not challenges of Jones Act transportation.

The Waiver Benefits Foreign and Chinese-Connected Operators - Not American Workers

The waiver’s principal beneficiaries are not American workers or consumers —they are foreign and
adversary-connected operators. MARAD data as of May 7, 2026, reveals that approximately 29
percent of completed waiver voyages involved vessels with ties to the People's Republic of China
— whether through owner/operators headquartered in or jointly owned by Chinese entities, or
through vessels constructed in Chinese shipyards. Additionally, 95 percent of completed voyages
directly benefit foreign maritime companies that pay no federal or state taxes, do not comply with
U.S. immigration laws or Coast Guard safety regulations, giving them a built-in cost advantage
over American companies in American waters.

Allowing Chinese-affiliated operators and Chinese-built vessels to capture market share in
American coastwise trade — under a waiver issued for national defense during a time of war —
undermines the Administration's stated policy of restoring America's maritime dominance and
national security and constitutes profiteering by opportunistic oil traders and foreign shipping
companies.



Private Capital Is Flowing to American Shipyards — The Waiver Threatens It

The Jones Act is fueling a historic resurgence in American commercial shipbuilding. Since January
2024, U.S. shipyards have secured more than $2.8 billion in disclosed commercial vessel
contracts. These orders are not projections. They are real capital deployed on the strength of the
Jones Act's legal framework.

Extending the waiver sends exactly the wrong signal. A major U.S. maritime investment platform
has already halted a planned approximately $1 billion capital raise as a direct result of the waiver’s
policy uncertainty. Conversations with U.S. shipyards regarding domestic tanker fleet
recapitalization have stalled and infrastructure investments — new docks, assembly facilities, and
workforce training programs — are jeopardized when investors, lenders, and workers are told that
the domestic market can be opened to foreign competition at any time by executive action.

The Waiver Creates Border and Immigration Security Risks

Foreign-flagged vessels are not subject to the same rigorous crew vetting, documentation, and
labor standards required of U.S.-flag operators. Granting foreign-crewed vessels — including
Chinese-connected operators — routine access to U.S. coastal waters, inland waterways, and
sensitive energy infrastructure creates exploitable seams in border and port security, expanding
the threat for human smuggling, contraband introduction, and intelligence collection. Sustaining
the waiver effectively exempts significant commercial maritime activity from the immigration and
security controls prioritized across every other domain of entry.

The Jones Act Is an Economic Engine and a National Security Imperative

The Jones Act sustains nearly 650,000 American jobs, generates approximately $154 billion in
annual economic output, and provides roughly $41 billion in labor compensation — all at zero
cost to the federal government.

A fleet of more than 40,000 American-built vessels moves nearly one billion tons of cargo annually
along inland waterways, across the Great Lakes, and over the oceans to Hawaii, Alaska, Puerto
Rico, and U.S. territories, with each shipyard job creating four additional jobs elsewhere in the
economy.

Claims that Jones Act shipping costs are prohibitively high ignore the artificial cost advantages
foreign operators enjoy — paying no U.S. taxes, disregarding U.S. immigration and labor laws, and
often receiving direct government subsidies — while American operators compete under the
world's highest safety and environmental standards. Indeed, Jones Act operators maintain long-
term charters that have not spiked like global charter rates have; in fact, Jones Act rates have
remained stable and in most instances are lower than foreign shippers using the waiver.

The Jones Act is not merely an economic statute; it is a cornerstone of American national defense.
The Waiver Undermines the Administration’s Call for Maritime Dominance

The Administration recognized this reality when President Trump signed Executive Order 14269,
"Restoring America's Maritime Dominance," on April 9, 2025, and released the resulting Maritime



Action Plan (MAP) in February 2026. The MAP calls for expanded U.S.-flag fleet growth, a universal
port fee on foreign-built vessels, modernized mariner credentialing, recapitalization of the Ready
Reserve Force, and establishment of a Maritime Security Trust Fund (MSTF) for domestic
shipbuilding. The Administration’s FY2027 budget request includes $65.8 billion for U.S. Navy
shipbuilding” — the largest naval construction ask in over six decades — and $1.4 billion for the
MSTF to support this executive action. As the Administration testified before Congress,
“Shipbuilding is not an independent driver of maritime power. It is a downstream output of a
functioning maritime system... sustained shipbuilding activity is a function of continuous vessel
deployment, which itself depends on predictable cargo demand.”? Allowing foreign shippers with
built-in cost advantages to underbid U.S. operators kills new domestic commercial shipbuilding
contracts and outsources predictable cargo demand.

Extending the Jones Act waiver directly contradicts every one of these objectives.

A Call for Leadership

The Jones Act is the quintessential "Buy American, Hire American" law. It protects American jobs,
sustains American shipyards, trains American mariners, and ensures that our armed forces will
never depend on foreign vessels to defend our shores or supply our troops. Temporary waivers
should remain precisely that: temporary. They must not become a mechanism for permanently
undermining the legal framework upon which billions in private investment and hundreds of
thousands of American livelihoods depend.

For all of these reasons, we respectfully and urgently call on Congressional leadership to reject
any extension or renewal of the Jones Act waiver and to allow the waiver to expire on its terms on
May 17.

Respectfully,

Jonathan Whitworth Brian Weil

Co-CEO Owner & CEO

Centerline Logistics Alliance Mechanical Solutions
Anchorage, AK Loxley, AL

Jeff Johnson Barry Austin Graham

Cook Inlet Tug & Barge, LLC Managing Member
Anchorage, AK Barry Graham Oil Service, LLC

Bayou La Batre, AL
Timothy J. Nolan
President and CEO
TOTE Group
Jacksonville, FL

" https://www.secnav.navy.mil/fmc/fmb/Documents/27pres/Highlights_Book.pdf
2 https://armedservices.house.gov/uploadedfiles/2026-04-22_carmel_testimony.pdf
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Adele Hapworth

CEO

The American Equity Underwrites, Inc. (AEU)
Mobile, AL

Simon Thornton

VP Marine Group

The Hiller Companies
Mobile, AL

Milton Merritt
President & COO
AmNav Maritime LLC
Oakland, CA

Lisa D Papini
CEO

Dante Valve
Bellflower, CA

Anthony Poplawski
President/Secretary-Treasurer
Marine Fireman’s Union

San Francisco, CA

Harry Stewart
President & CEO
The Dutra Group
San Rafael, CA

Bill Pratley

President

The Jankovich Company LLC
San Pedro, CA

George W. Pasha, IV
President & CEO
The Pasha Group
San Rafael, CA

Captain Don Josberger

President

International Organization of Masters, Mates
& Pilots

United States

David Heindel

President

Seafarers International Union of North
America

United States

Fair Kim

President

American Maritime Congress
Washington, D.C.

William C Barrere

National President
American Maritime Officers
Washington, D.C.

Jennifer Carpenter

President

American Maritime Partnership
Washington, D.C.

William P. Doyle

Chief Executive Officer

Dredging Contractors of America
Washington, D.C.

Adam Vokac

President

Marine Engineers' Beneficial Association,
AFL-CIO

Washington, D.C.

Matthew Paxton

President

Shipbuilders Council of America
Washington, D.C.



Edward J. Lulko

Vice President Great Lakes & Gulf
International Organization of Masters, Mates
& Pilots

Jordan Esopa
Secretary-Treasurer
Maritime Trades Department
Washington, D.C.

Tony Naccarato

President

American Maritime Officers Service
Dania Beach, FL

Tom Crowley
Chairman & CEO
Crowley Corporation
Jacksonville, FL

Daniel Thorogood
CEO/President
Fairwater

Fort Lauderdale, FL

Richard T. McCreary
President

Gulf Marine Repair
Tampa, FL

Rick Hoffman

Executive Director

Jacksonville Area Ship Repair Association
(JASRA)

Jacksonville, FL

Richard Hazard

President

Jamestown Metal Marine Sales, Inc.
Boca Raton, FL

Samuel H. Norton

Chief Executive Officer

Overseas Shipholding Group, Inc.
Tampa, FL

Joseph J. Rella
President
St. Johns Ship Building, Inc.

Alexander McCargo Graham
CEO

Mensura Securities, LLC
Atlanta, GA

Steen Christensen
President

Young Brothers, LLC
Honolulu, HI

Edward J Hogan

Vice President

Port City Marine Services, Inc.
Chicago, IL

Patrick Sutton
SVP Business Development and Planning
American Commercial Barge Line

Matthew Ricketts
President & CEO
Crounse Corporation
Paducah, KY

Damon Judd

CEO

Marquette Transportation Company
Paducah, KY

C.B. "Court" Ramsay
President

Aries Marine Corporation
Lafayette, LA



Henry Webster Dino Chouest

Captain Owner
Associated Federal Pilots & Docking Masters Edison Chouest Offshore
of Louisiana Cut Off, LA
New Orleans, LA
Craig Cabiro
Todd Fuller COO
President EMI, A Division of W&O
Associated Terminals and Turn Services St. Rose, LA

New Orleans, LA
Sidney Forrestier

Patrick W Voss CEO
Vice President/Chief Financial Officer Freedom Marine Services
Blessey Marine Service, Inc. Houma, LA
New Orleans, LA
Richard Green
Ben Bordelon President
President & CEO Green Marine & Industrial Equipment, Co.,
Bollinger Shipyards Inc.
Lockport, LA Metairie, LA
Wes D Bordelon Nathan Guice
President/CEO CEO
Bordelon Marine Guice Offshore LLC
Lockport, LA Lafayette, LA
H. Merritt Lane, Il Robert Vosbein Jr
President & CEO General Counsel & CAO
Canal Barge Company Harvey Gulf International Marine, LLC
New Orleans, LA New Orleans, LA
Daniel Conrad Todd Hornbeck
Senior Vice President CEO
Conrad Shipyard Hornbeck Offshore
Morgan City, LA Covington, LA
Matthew Holzhalb Aaron C. Smith
President & CEO President & CEO
E.N. Bisso & Son Offshore Marine Services Association

New Orleans, LA New Orleans, LA



Lee Jackson

President/CEO

Jackson Offshore Operators LLC
Harvey, LA

Zachary Foster
CFO

Karl Senner LLC
Kenner, LA

Ashton P. Laborde
President

Laborde Marine Management, LLC

New Orleans, LA

Brian Laborde
CEO

Laborde Products
Covington, LA

Nadja Knoulton

President

Laredo Offshore Services, Inc.
Belle Chasse, LA

Mark Allen Bourgeois
Executive Vice President
LeBeouf Bros. Towing, LLC
Bourg, LA

Dorman Lynn Strahan
President

Marine Systems, Inc.
Houma, LA

Patrick Stant

President

McDonough Marine Service
New Orleans, LA

Martin Glenday
President

Moxie Media, Inc.
New Orleans, LA

David Dantin

President & CEO
Odyssea Marine
New Orleans, LA

Aaron C. Smith
Executive Director

Offshore Service Vessel Dynamic Positioning

Authority
New Orleans, LA

Otto Candies Il
Chairman & CEO
Otto Candies, LLC
Des Allemands, LA

Randy Adams

CEO

Sea Support Ventures, LLC
Cut Off, LA

John Lowe

CEO

Southern Thrusters LLC
Houma, LA

Bill Purvis

Director

Thoma-Sea Marine Constructors
Houma, LA

Alexander Adams

CEO

Vigilus Maritime Cybersecurity
Baton Rouge, LA

Stephen Tobin
Chief Executive Officer

Cashman Dredging and Marine Contracting

Co., LLC
Quincy, MA



J.C. Dann John E.Clemons

VP of Operations National Vice President, Great Lakes
Dann Marine Towing American Maritime Officers
Chesapeake City, MD Toledo, OH

Sara Fuentes Mark W Barker

President President

Transportation Institute Interlake Maritime Services
Camp Springs, MD Cleveland, OH

Joseph P. Starck, Jr. James H. |. Weakley

CEO President

The Great Lakes Group Lake Carriers’ Association
Duluth, MN Westlake, OH

Mark Scairono Christopher Merten

CEO Chief Operating Office
Coastal Marine Equipment, Inc. Alaska Tanker Company
Gulfport, MS Beaverton, OR

Patrick Smith Dale Sause

President CEO/President

Smith Towing Sause Bros. Inc.

Vicksburg, MS Coos Bay, OR

Brian Hughes Craig Wallace Nelson
President General Manager

Hughes Bros, Inc. Tidewater Barge Lines, In.
Edison, NJ Warrenton, OR

Owen Rataj Grady T. Bryant

Director CEO

Kalypso Offshore Energy Gahagan & Bryant Associates, Inc
New York NY Philadelphia, PA

Brian B.A. McAllister Jeffery S Riedel

President CEO

McAllister Towing R&P Technologies

New York, NY Philadelphia, PA

Captain Rick luliucci D. Loy Stewart, Jr.

Vice President President

The Vane Brothers Company Detyens Shipyards, Inc.

New York, NY N. Charleston, SC



Kelly J Albers Travis Boone

President President and CEO
Marinex Construction Inc Orion Group Holdings
Charleston SC Houston, TX

Glenn A. Hendon Kelly Marie Teichman
Executive Advisor Executive Chairman
Hines Furlong Line T&T Group of Companies
Nashville, TN Galveston, TX

Lasse Petterson Robert Springob

CEO President

Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Company, LLC The Grand Ltd.

Houston, TX Stafford, TX

John D. Roberts Jacob Brown

CEO President

Ingram Marine Group West Gulf Marine LTD
Houston, TX Galveston, TX

Kimbery Dang Matt Fish

CEO CEO and Managing Director
Kinder Morgan Xenos Marine LLC
Houston, TX Houston, TX

David Grzebinski Jennifer Carpenter

CEO President & CEO

Kirby Corporation American Waterways Operators
Houston, TX Arlington, VA

Tarn M. Springob John C. Glover

President President | CEO

Laredo Construction, Inc. Ameri-Force, Inc.

Galveston, TX
Bruce S. Rosenblatt

Richard Freed President & CEO
Vice President Bruce S. Rosenblatt & Associates, LLC
Martin Marine Newport News, VA
Laporte, TX
Randall Crutchfield
Stacy Stanley Chief Executive Officer
President/CEO Colonna’s Shipyard, Inc.
Offshore Oil Services, Inc. Norfolk, VA

Galveston, TX



Devon A Carlock

Vice President of Safety & Government
Affairs

Cottrell Contracting Corporation
Chesapeake, VA

Nathaniel E Gilman

President

Mariner Credential Service (MM-SEAS)
Williamsburg, VA

Joe Mullen

Chief Executive Officer
Trident Maritime Systems
Arlington, VA

Robert Bowers
President/CEO
USMMI
Norfolk, VA

Henry Palmer Sr
President
Delta Western, LLC

Nathaniel B. Hough
President
Foss Maritime Company

Gavin Higgins
CEO

Nichols Brother Boat Builders / Everett Ship

Repair
Everett, WA

Mark A Haller
President/CEO
Tri-Tec Manufacturing, LLC

Mark Tabbutt
Chairman
Saltchuk
Seattle, WA

Jason Childs
President & CEO
Saltchuk Marine
Seattle, WA

Travis M. Martin
President

Bay Engineering, Inc.
Sturgeon Bay, WI

Matt Binsfeld

President and Chief Executive Officer
J.F. Brennan Company, Inc.

La Crosse, WI

lain Wood

CEO

Pacific Shipyards
Honolulu, HI



